
 
    

 

April 29, 2020 

 

 

Dear Morris Hills Regional District Community, 
 

We sincerely hope that this letter finds you healthy and safe during these unprecedented times.  As we 

enter the fourth marking period of virtual home instruction, our goal of providing the best possible 

education, in the most flexible manner to our students, remains the same. The Morris Hills Regional 

District remains committed to supporting our students, parents, and staff members in this virtual learning 

environment.  
 

During the past five weeks, we have continually re-assessed our virtual home instruction plan and 

procedures to preserve student well-being and promote instructional equity.  Toward that end, the Morris 

Hills Regional District will be implementing the following measures for Marking Period # 4:  

 

New Grading Procedures for Marking Period # 4 

 

1. Along with all state testing, Quarterly Assessments and Final Projects have been canceled 

for the 4th Marking Period.     

 

2. New grading procedures have now been developed for Marking Period # 4.  After much 

deliberation and dialogue, we feel the following grading practices will be the most fair as we consider the 

difference between the experiences of learning online versus the actual classroom environment.     

 

If a student’s average 

grade at the end of the 

Marking Period # 4 is 

within the following 

range... 

The posted grade for Marking Period # 4 on the 

report card will be the following: 

Above 95  Exceeding Standards (Calculated with exact 

numerical average.)  If a student earns above a 95, 

he or she will receive that specific percentage grade 

on his or her report card.   

 

For example: If a student earns a 97 for Marking 

Period # 4, he or she will receive an official grade 

of 97 on the report card.    

86 - 95  Exceeding Standards (calculated as a 95).  If a 

student earns a grade of 86 - 95, he or she will 

receive an official grade of 95 for Marking Period # 

4.  

 

For example: If a student earns a 90 for Marking 

Period # 4, he or she will receive an official grade 

of 95 on the report card.    



70 - 85  Meeting Standards (calculated as an 85).  If a 

student earns a grade of 70 - 85, he or she will 

receive an official grade of 85 for Marking Period # 

4.   

 

For example: If a student earns a 81 for Marking 

Period # 4, he or she will receive an official grade 

of  85 on the report card.   

Below 70  Approaching Standards (calculated with exact 

numerical average, with no grade below 55).  Any 

student earning a grade below a 70 will receive that 

specific percentage grade on his or her report card.   

 

For example: If a student earns a 65 for the marking 

period, he or she will receive an official grade of 65 

on the report card.  No student will earn below a 

55 for the marking period.   

*** Please note that the above grade bands apply only to the final Marking Period # 4 average, 

not for each assignment and not for the overall course grade*** 
 

3. Please check ASPEN on a regular basis for any missing assignments.  Any student work 

that has not yet been completed will now be calculated as “0” in ASPEN.  These missing 

assignments can still be completed, for full credit, by the checkpoint deadlines below: 

 

Work assigned for the first half of the Marking Period # 4 can be submitted for full credit until May 15, 

2020. (Checkpoint #1) 

 

Work assigned for the second half of the Marking Period # 4 can be submitted for full credit until June 

12, 2020. (Checkpoint #2)  
 

4. Students still have the ability to make corrections on assignments for full credit. This will 

remain in effect for Marking Period # 4.  

 

5. Year-end grades for full year courses will now be calculated as follows: 

 

Marking Period 1 - 20% 

Marking Period 2 - 20% 

Marking Period 3 - 20% 

Marking Period 4 - 20% 

Quarter Exam 1   - 10 % 

Quarter Exam 2   - 10 % 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

James J. Jencarelli, Jr. Superintendent of Schools 

Ryan MacNaughton, Principal of Morris Knolls High School 

Todd M. Toriello, Ed.D., Principal of Morris Hills High School 

 
 

 


